New Library Plan Emphasizes Broader Access, Community Space, Lower Cost

In the Jefferson County Library’s January column, I mentioned that a revised/updated library expansion plan will be on the May 2026 ballot. The Board went back to the drawing board and developed a new concept based on community feedback.  

Board Chairperson Susan Stovall explains, “This new/revised library plan addresses what we heard from the public about creating efficient spaces and supporting district-wide services. The Board agrees that a larger space for community gatherings is an important role for the library.  When we had the Rodriguez Annex, it was very heavily used by community groups, for our summer reading program, and for community events.  We’d like to be able to provide that space for community events and activities again.”

What’s included in the plan?
· A new 14,000-square-foot main library building across the street from the existing library and still on library property. The new, efficient, and streamlined design allows space to expand the collection and increase program capacity. 
· Updating the existing library to a multipurpose community space with after-hours access to a conference area for up to 180 people, a board room, and a flexible use space for library or community programs, such as a makerspace, traveling exhibits, and public events.  
· Opening a branch in Culver for the Culver and Crooked River Ranch Communities. Our 24-hour pick-up locker will be moved from the Culver City Hall to the branch, and a drop box will be added.
· Expanding bookmobile services to Warm Springs, Crooked River Ranch, and Ashwood.
· Creating dedicated children, teen, and adult spaces.
· Adding small meeting rooms/study rooms.
· Bringing the entire staff into one building to provide more customer support and reference services.

No disruption in programs or services
By staggering the construction and focusing on the new building first, the current library operations can continue uninterrupted.  The current library remodeling would occur after the new library is completed. This plan also saves the cost of renting a library space during the transition and moving/storing the collection.

What will it cost?
$15.9 million over 25 years
$0.41 per $1,000 or $123 per year for a $300,000 home. 
The building cost is $5 million lower than the 2025 bond, achieved by reducing the building's size and efficiency and by moving the large meeting room across the street, minimizing retrofitting expenses.

How is this different from the previous plan?
· The revised building is a smaller, more efficient design that reduces the cost by $5 million.
· The community multipurpose space is not attached to the library, eliminating significant retrofitting and reducing costs.
· This plan includes a new branch in Culver and increases District-wide Bookmobile services.

Vice-Chair, Tiffany Turo shared, “This revised plan addresses the library’s need for a larger space in Madras, a community gathering space in the downtown area, and building a Culver branch to better serve the southern end of our District. We envisioned a solution that addresses the entire District – Warm Springs, Culver, Ashwood, Big Muddy, Metolius, Camp Sherman, Madras.” 

“Libraries allow children to ask questions about the world and find the answers. And the wonderful thing is that once a child learns to use a library, the doors to learning are always open” – Laura Bush


